January 18, 2013

Combined NEPA/SEPA Review Teams
Proposed Gateway Pacific Terminal/Custer Spur

RE: Scoping Comment Impact on Historic District
Dear NEPA/SEPA Reviewers,

We are extremely concerned about the likely adverse impact of the proposed Gateway Pacific
coal trains that will be running adjacent through our Seattle Chinatown International District
historic neighborhood.

Permit us to introduce ourselves. We are organizations that are deeply concerned with and
advocate for the historic and cultural preservation and development of the Chinatown
International District (CID), namely:

1. Chinese Expulsion Remembrance Project. Our mission is to ensure that history is
remembered to prevent racist acts from recurring. We are located in the CID.

2. Densho. Our mission is to preserve the testimonies of Japanese Americans who were
unjustly incarcerated during World War Il before their memories are extinguished. We
are located adjacent to the CID. '

3. Honoring Filipino Americans in Chinatown International District Project. Our mission is
to acknowledge the contributions of Filipino Americans in CID. We installed a historical
kiosk with major artwork on 6™ South & King Street on November 16, 2012 at the CID.

4, Organization of Chinese Americans Seattle Chapter. Our mission is to advance the
social, political, and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans in the United States.
We conduct our business in the CID.

5. Interim Community Development Association. We are a comprehensive community

- development corporation in the business of promoting, advocating, and revitalizing the
Chinatown/International District and other Asian and Pacific Islander communities in the
Puget Sound area for the benefit of low-and moderate-income residents and community
business owners.

It is our understanding that the Pacific International Terminals’ proposed Gateway Pacific
marine terminal at Cherry Point Whatcom County would provide storage and handling for the
export and import of up to 54 million metric tons per year of commodities, primarily coal from
the Powder River Basin of Wyoming and Montana. This would mean that 9 full northbound long
trains or 18 trains trips a day with possibly 1.5 mile long trains would run through the tunnel
adjacent to Seattle’s Chinatown International District (CID) and that the number of trains would
increase as business expands.

This proposal presents a quadruple threat to the CID. It is likely to have serious long lasting
adverse impact on the CID environment, health of the CID’s vulnerable elderly and poor
residents and its visitors, its economic vitality, and the historic and non-historic buildings and
structures. Running 18 plus coal trains a day would exacerbate the air quality of the CID, which
already has the poorest air quality in the City of Seattle.
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The increased pollution will likely include diesel particulate matter associated with the increased
train traffic/coal dust, mercury and other heavy metal pollution from open-pit coal trains, and
acid rain to degrade historic and non-historic buildings and structures in the CID.

The CID was established in 1973 as a Historic District under Seattle City Ordinance in order to
preserve the District's unique Asian American character and to encourage rehabilitation of areas
for housing and pedestrian-oriented businesses. The CID’s boundaries include: on the north
include Yesler Street, the I-5 Corridor and Jackson street, to the west 4™ Avenue, to the south
Charles street and Dearborn and to the east, 12™ Street. It holds a collection of early 20"
century commercial and hotel buildings that serves as the center of Seattle's diverse Asian
American community. The Seattle Chinatown National Register Historic District is located within
the International Special Review District. Its listing on the National Register testifies to the
important contributions of the Chinatown International District area on a national level.

Given the likely serious and tangible threat to the historic preservation of the CID buildings and
structures, we strongly advocate for the NEPA and SEPA team to:

® Include a Section 106 historic buildings and neighborhoods review to prevent the likely
disastrous effects of degrading and ruining the CID historic buildings, and
e Partner with our organizations in implementing the historic impact assessment.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input into the EIS review scope. We look forward to
the inclusion of our concerns in the NEPA/SEPA review process and partnering with you on the
assessment effort. Thank you.

Siw
jo—
Tom lkeda, Densho Executive Director
Bettie Luke, Chinese Expulsion Remembrance Project Chair
Doug Chin, Organization of Chinese Americans Seattle Chapter President
Hyeok Kim, Director, Interim Community Development Association

Maria Batayola Honoring Filipino Americans in Chinatown ID Project Chair/Coordinator

Cc: Jay Inslee, Governor
Dr. Allyson Brooks, State Historic Preservation Officer -
Michael Houser, State Architectural Historian
Kendee A. Yamaguchi, Director, WA Cmsn on Asian American Affairs
Mike McGinn, mayor of Seattle
Bernie Matsuno, Director, City of Seattle Department of Neighborhoods
Karen Gordon, City of Seattle Historic Preservation Officer
Tom Quakenbush, City of Seattle Section 106 Coordinator



