To: GET/Custer Spur 213 rrom: aric John Bailey
c/o CH2L Hill , 3022 {lipper id.
1100 112th Ave. Lid, Zuite 400 Dening, dz. 2)821{:&}’
Zellevue, da., 96004

Jecenber 27, 27012

As I've aged I've noticed an increased sensitivity to noise. This is one
of the moin reasons I gave up city 1ife and moved to the South Fork Valley.
it's quiet here., i've also notlced that an inordinately high percentage

of my nelghbors sre fallow letnanm Veterssns.

I'm asking vou to scope the lezlth imacts of ceal traln vibration and
noise upon military veterans residing in the Douth Jork Valley. As you

xnow, the Ba3” alternative farmland route to the proposed wateway racific
Terminal runs through here. At full operation, the terminal could result

in 18 mile and a Lalf long trzins coming through qgk narrow vzllay each day.

T this happens I and, Judging frem conversations with other veterans, many
~f vy neighbors will sxperience varying degress of anxiety and stress. The
¥4 tells me that the adrenaline Jolt I exmerience in rssponse to certzain
sounds is very comnon among vets. It's = conditicned response and there
isn't much you can do other than avelding the stimulus by living in a

cuiet place. Yhich I now do.

I'm told that as LGulf Jar, Irag, and Afghanistan Veterans agze, many of
them will share this exverlence., So it's likely that the valley will
continue to be opulated by veterans seeking peace and gulet even aiter
ny generatiocn passes on.

I would like a long term assessment of how many veterans will be afrfectad,
and how thelr heclth may suffer ie: increased blood pressure, sleep
disruption, adrenal exhaustlon, stroke, substance abuse, mental health
issues, suicide, etc. And I would like an appralsal to be mace of the
attendant social consequences of these hiealth effects, le: lncreased
isolation, alcohoiism, dorestic violaence and disruption, fami.y dissolution
and relocation, community violence and acting out etc.

T would also like an economic analysis to he made of the direct and indlrect
costs associated with the impacts on the veteran's health and home ie:

lost work days and income, decreased productivity, unemployment, medical

and mentsl health trestment, hospitalization, disability, incarceration etec.
tnd T would like an analysis of who will bear those costs ile: individuals,
emergency services, private insurers, healthcare providers, publlic payers
such as Medicare ledicaid or the VA, law enforcement, the court systen,
“ublic Assistznce ete.

Sincerel

ce: safeguard the south fork



To: GFT/Custer Spur 213 From: dric John Bailey
oo CHZk Hill L 3022 Jlipper Hd.
1100 112th Ave. i, JSulte 400 Deming, Wa. 95244

Bellevue, Ja. 35004
December 29, 2012

1 1ive in the Sosth fork Valiley aliong the DESF alternate farmland route

to the proposed latewzy racific Terminal. st full operatlon the terminal
could result in 18 mile and = half long trazins coming through the valley
each day.

T worked as a social worker for two decades and am well aware of the
negative effects distractions have upon children's ability to learn.
’hen I movad here, I was stunned by how close the schools were to ithe
railroad tracks. Lcme Jlementary is about 3 miles south, while it., Eaker
Junior and Senior Eigh Schools are about 5 miles north of my home. All
are within a stone's throw of the tracks. This patiern is repeated in
comrunities both north and south of here.

i'm asking you to scope the im-acts of coal train induced nolge and
vibration upon the au;llﬁf of these children to fully benefii from tne
ciazssroow instruction. I': rou b0 scope the lmpzcts of coal dust
ad diesel particulates on thL healt of these cnildren., And I'm asulﬂ&
veu to scope the impacts of cozl trzin traffic upon the safe .ovement of
these children to and from their schools, both by vehicle and on foot.,

g\a
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T wouls like = iong term assesstent to be male as to row the chilicren

wiil be affected, now many will develcp Attention Deficit Disordex,

cehaw;orsl problems, or other learning dissbilities. how many will develep
ealtih problems ie: asthma, heart problems, cancer, LErvous digcrders.etc.

And how rany will be injured or killed in train accidents.

e a social and economic analysls sf the direct and
ocizted with these impactis. Jor instance, what are the

-
cuantitative aﬂé quailtstive dlffercnce betweer. arn independent and
productive 1ife ts & taxpay s pertially or totaily cdervendsni life
as ~n entitlement consumer over &n averaze lirespan.

= would like an economic analysis of who iwiil tear these costs, ie: the
individusl, family, school, state, privete medical insurer, feceral
gzovernment ete. And Tinally, I would like to know whno would bear the costs
of mitlzation measures such as relocating tie schools oy rallway traciks.

sincerely,

cc: safeguard the south fork
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Tor Gi &/uuSuer D*d- fromi aric John Bailey
.J.L-ZI 111 . 3022 Jlippef :Ld-
1100 {12th 4ve. L, Buite 400 Leming, Ja. 902ub

Hellevus, J=. 95004
January 1, 2013

I live in the South Fork Valley azlong the EL3: alternaiive farmland route.

to the rroposed Gateway racific Terminal. at full operstio: the terminal
could result in 1€ mile and 2 half lcng treins coming through the valley
each day.

1 was gazing out my kitchen window at the %hald eagles who soar over the
pesture between my house and the railroad tracks. And 1t occured to me
that the diesel yarticulates from the coal trains could effect these
cagies and possibly other protected or endengered species zs well.

g wind that .uch of the counity
: : ‘e're protectesd on 3 gldes, 4t ocur northk, Sumas | cuntaln
?ur s a barr1e1 which diverts the cold wind that rears down Tbe rrasier
River Velley into Whatcom uounty. So the air here is celuer. 1 suppose
that 1s oie of the reasons why the eagles find our valliey so attractive.
Sut it seems to me that this relatively celm alr would zlsc enable diegel
perticulate to azccum ilate where it might otherwise be disversed by the
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wind. oo the calo air would attract eagles on one hand, while h€¢uo at tlke

came time responesible for generating incressed levels of toxieitly on the

cther. This potent combination could yield increasec moriality rates for
tr= esgles and other zffected species.

3

Siver this unicue envircument, 1'm asking you ic scepe the avian lnpacts
of diesel —articulates within the South Jeork valley along the bussd
zlternztive farmland routs.

ITlease determine what the long ifer: cummulative effects wouid be ipon ail
affected species zs well as indirect effects upon related links within
the Ffood chzin ie: if the eagles and owls die, who will eat the vermlin?
And if the vermin nren't controliled, how -uch of the food crop will be
lost? Cr Af the coyote —opulation expTOdeﬁ due to an incresse in the food
suprLy fvenniq}, whet wil 1 the eventusl effect be upon domestic livestoclh
and woultry ete. I would alsc like an economic analysle of the direct ard
indirect costs assoclicted with the imract ie: crop loss, livestock and
poultry loss, increased disease,p roperty damege, reduced tourissn eic.

and T would like an economic analysis of who will besr these costs ie:
individuals, local governments, federal government etc.

sincerely,

cc: @ erngrd the south fork



Tor a1l usts From: -ric Jo‘m Eai'l g
c/o Ch2E 3022 lipper Ad.
1100 112L% sve. Y, Sulte 400 Deming, Ja. 952 &
celilevue,

(D

December 31, 2012
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roposed Lateway Tacific Terminal. I'm asking you to scope the
impacts of diesel particulates, coal dust, and vibretion on salmon

sparning kabtitzat the entire length of the alternate farmland route.

I live at Clipper on the Zilack clough which hatches szlmon into the socuth
Tork of the Looksack iiver. hear Nelson Road, about a mile north of my
Liouze, the tracks cross and, in fairly close proximity, run parallel to

this creek for about 3/4 of a mile.

-

it reins heavily here nuch of the year and 1t is predictahle that coel
dust will wzsh dowvn through the rsil curs, drain ontc the tracis, seeg
inte the ground and migrate 1o the creek. iikewise, diesel pariiculate

nay Tind its way into the ereek vis z similar process and could also have
alrborn effects upon creewside shade vegetation. (ur extremely hilgh winier
water teble zlsc enhences the transmission of vibtration and I wender how
this would further disturbt the spawning hatitat.

avosituaticon is ool unicue. T reviewlng the wmap, I note that the tracke

slong the ©.37 alternate farmland route repeat this clrcumsiance numerous

times slong other tributaries to the iocksack, 3arish, end Skagit rivews

Gur state and tribal commercial and sport fisheries ars of extreme

economic and cultural importance to cur reglon and citizerry. r.e proposed
Zateway racific Yerminal could result in 18 trains per day at full operaticn.
Therefore, plezse delernine what the long term cummulatlve effedts of us ing
the alternate farmland route would te upon the salmon and steelbead runs

in these rivers and creeks. 2lso please determine what the éirect =nd
indirect costs assoclated with the impact would bve, as we.l as who will

bear those costs.

Sincere
& d ’/

ccisafeguard the south fork



To: OO0/ Juster Spur LI From: »ric John Ealle
c/o UH2L Ri:l 3022 Jlipper -id.

1100 112tk 4Ave. wii, Suite &00 Deming, #€a. GG244
Sellevuae, Jo. Y8004

Jenuary 2, 2013

i few years sgo = iethcl pipeline ex losion cccured in Dbellingham.

1 live in the scuth Fork Valley along the Lisd slternative farmland route

to the prorosed Gateway razcific lerminal. At full operation the terminel

could result in 1% mile znd a half trains coming trrough the valiey daily,

T4 rains freguently here and our extremely high water table emhances the
transnission of ground vibrations. 1'm wondering what the eifect might be

on the undergzround pipeline that =lso runs through our narrow valley

roughly pareilel teo the traln tracks.

Tlezge determine whot the long term cummulative adverse effect of the
vibrations produced along the altermative farmland route might be on this
rineline. And please evaluate the direct snd indirect costs of a pipeline
f2ilure to the nearby residents, livestock, crops, wildliife, and salimon
spawning habitat. also ~lease make a determination as to whe will Tear
ihose costs, as well zs the costs of any possible mitigatlion neasures

such cs relocating the pipeline or »ailrcad tr-cks.

ce: safegusrd the scuth fork
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