Comment form

Please submit your comments on the Gateway Pacific Terminal/Custer Spur Environmental Impact Statement
by January 21,2013 to be included in the scopmg summary report. Corments can also be submctted onlme at
Www. etsgatewaypacgﬁcwa gov. : :
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Note: Any information provided to the agencies vill be posted on the website and may be released to a third party as part of the
agencies’ record for this action. This includes the release of |dent|ﬁable personai information such as personal name, address,
- phong number;efc., that is provided in the response. S e -

: GPTIBNSF Custer Spur EIS Co-Lead Agenaes
cfo CH2MHILL
1100 122th Avenue NE, Suite 400
Bellevue, WA 98004



I realize that climate change has been ruled inappropriate for the scoping process, but [ urge you
to reconsider. Please include the inevitable contribution to climate warming that approval of the
Gateway Pacific Terminal carries with it.

Not to consider climate change in the shipment of low-grade coal to China seems somewhat
analogous to a family of four sitting around the table discussing the merits of various countertops
for the kitchen remodel while everyone in the room knows the father is molesting the children.
That’s a rough, crude analogy that is not quite apt, but it does illustrate the presence of the
elephant in the room that those in the scoping process are choosing to ignore.

Granted, the burning of Wyoming coal in China will be a relatively small contribution to climate
change. Climate change is, however, incremental; it is death by a thousand cuts. Let’s
demonstrate some genuine American exceptionalism by leaving that coal in the ground, by
refraining from doing that which is in our capability to do.
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Comment form

Please submit your comments on the Gateway Pacific Terminal/Custer Spur Environmental Impact Statement
by January 21, 2013 to be included in the scoping summary report. Comments can also be submitted online at
www, eisgatewaypacificwa.gov.

What of the proposal does your comment relate to?
Vessel
Q Rail
O Industrial site
O Multiple/not listed

Does your comment relate to any of the following topic areas? (checkallthat apply)

Human environment Natural environment EIS Process
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O Airquality m species, fish or fisheries miof potential effect
O Human health ms or streams O EIS regulatory process
O Traffic or safety ater quality O Other EIS process topic
A Other human environment topic Q  Other natural environment topic
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Note: Any information provided to the agencies will be posted on the website and may be released to a third party as part of the
agencies’ record for this action. This includes the release of identifiable personal information such as personal name, address,
phorie number, ete., that is provided in the response.
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I am greatly concerned about the continuing viability of Puget Sound;

Increased vessel traffic in turn increases the likelihood of both ship collision and pollution. Qur
inshore areas, pocket estuaries, and eel grass beds have only recently begun to be seen to be vital
to the biologic health of the Sound. Sadly these areas have been greatly reduced both in size and
number. They are extremely vulnerable to the hazards the Gateway Terminal will inevitably
bring with it. Those hazards are beyond mitigation.

Such areas play a key role as rearing habitat for Coho Salmon and, in particular, for the
endangered Chinook Saimon. Additionally, they provide spawning beds for Sand Lance, Surf
Smelt, and Herring. All are valuable species in their own right, but provide vital “forage” for
Salmon as well as sea ducks like Scoters whose numbers are greatly diminished in recent years.
And as Chinook go, so too does the iconic Orca Whale.

Please act to preserve our precious Puget Sound. It is, in so many ways, more value than all the
coal that might be shipped from it.




